EPILOGUE
CHAPTER XIII
CONSTRUCTION  (MIDDLE EAST,
Formation of the Middle East Department of the Colonial Office, Mr.
Winston Churchill. The Cairo Conference. Decision that the Iraq Mandate
should be expressed in treaty form. King Feisal. Discussions at Alexandria.
By air to Jerusalem and Baghdad. Accidents. Position of High Commis-
sioner in Iraq, and of British officials. Conclusion.
ONE effect of recent events in Mesopotamia and
elsewhere in the Middle East had been to lead His
Majesty's Government to the conclusion that the
system of divided control between the Foreign
Office, India Office, and War Office must be
brought to an end, and the responsibility transferred
to a single Department under the control of one
Secretary of State. The choice fell upon the
Colonial Office, and a committee was appointed
under the chairmanship of the Secretary to the
Ministry of Labour, with instructions to report to
the Secretary of State for War and Air how this
transfer might best be accomplished. The Secre-
tary of State for War and Air was at that time Mr.
Winston Churchill and the Secretary to the Ministry
of Labour was Sir James Masterton Smith, who had
been Private Secretary at the Admiralty for many
years, including those during which Mr. Churchill
had been First Lord. I was appointed from the
Foreign Office to sit on the Committee, and soon
realised that the intention of the Prime Minister was
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